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(57) ABSTRACT

A component for conducting or receiving a fluid, in particular
acomponent of a fluid-conducting line system of an industrial
plant, especially of a line system of a tertiary cooling circuit
of'a nuclear power plant, includes a wall having a supporting
structure made of a glass-fiber-reinforced plastic. Electrically
insulating inner and outer protective layers are disposed on
respective inner and outer surfaces of the supporting struc-
ture. An electrically conductive inner intermediate layer lies
between the inner protective layer and the supporting struc-
ture and is provided with an electrical terminal. An electri-
cally conductive outer intermediate layer lies between the
outer protective layer and the supporting structure, is pro-
vided with an electrical terminal and is electrically insulated
from the inner intermediate layer. A method for testing the
component is also provided.

5 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
COMPONENT FOR CONDUCTING OR
RECEIVING A FLUID AND METHOD FOR
TESTING THE COMPONENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This is a continuation, under 35 U.S.C. §120, of copending
International Application No. PCT/EP2011/061234, filed Jul.
4,2011, which designated the United States; this application
also claims the priority, under 35 U.S.C. §119, of German
Patent Application DE 10 2010031 610.5, filed Jul. 21, 2010;
the prior applications are herewith incorporated by reference
in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a component for conducting or
receiving a fluid, in particular a component of a fluid-con-
ducting line system of an industrial plant, especially a line
system of a tertiary cooling circuit of a nuclear power station.
The invention relates, moreover, to a method for testing such
a component.

The components of a fluid-conducting line system in
industrial plants, for example in plants in the chemical indus-
try or in power plants, for example the cooling lines in the
tertiary cooling circuit of a nuclear power station, are often
composed of underground, internally and externally rubber-
ized steel lines or concrete pipes. Both types of pipe, however,
are subject to wear due to corrosion or erosion and often have
to be replaced in older nuclear power plants. Particularly in
the case of nuclear power plants cooled by seawater, the
corrosion of a steel line presents a serious problem, as soon as
the rubberizing layer is attacked or damaged. For that reason,
the components of those line systems which are composed of
steel or concrete are replaced by components having a load-
bearing structural element which is constructed from a glass
fiber reinforced plastic, for example a composite material
composed of glass fibers and epoxy resin (EP). The respective
components are additionally provided both on their inside
and their outside with a protective or reinforcing layer. The
disadvantage of components of that type, however, is their
restricted testability since commonly acceptable methods,
such as for example, eddy-current testing, cannot be adopted,
since they presuppose an electrically conductive material.
Ultrasonic testing methods, although fundamentally pos-
sible, are nevertheless unsuitable for practical use because of
the complex composite construction. At the present time,
therefore, the testing of such components, which are con-
structed from a composite glass fiber/plastic material and
which may not only be components of a line system, but also
containers fillable with a fluid, is only carried out by a visual
inspection, in such a way that a manipulator is inserted into
the component to be tested and the inner surface of the latter
is inspected with a video camera. Visual inspection is diffi-
cult, however, since the emptied components are usually wet
and there are sometimes deposits, sludge and biofilm on the
inner walls. Only conspicuous changes on the inner pipe wall
can therefore be established by a visual inspection.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is accordingly an object of the invention to provide a
component for conducting or receiving a fluid and a method
for testing the component, which overcome the hereinafore-
mentioned disadvantages of the heretofore-known compo-
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2

nents and methods of this general type and in which the
component is constructed on the basis of a glass fiber rein-
forced plastic and can be tested in a simple way for the
presence of damage.

With the foregoing and other objects in view there is pro-
vided, in accordance with the invention, a component for
conducting or receiving a fluid, in particular a component of
a fluid-conducting line system of an industrial plant, espe-
cially of a line system of a tertiary cooling circuit of a nuclear
power station. The component has a wall comprising a car-
rying structure composed of a glass fiber reinforced plastic,
the carrying structure having inner and outer surfaces, elec-
trically insulating inner and outer protective layers each dis-
posed on arespective one of the inner and outer surfaces of the
carrying structure, an electrically conductive inner interme-
diate layer having an electrical terminal and being disposed
between the inner protective layer and the carrying structure,
and an electrically conductive outer intermediate layer having
an electrical terminal, being insulated electrically from the
inner intermediate layer and being disposed between the
outer protective layer and the carrying structure.

In this context, both pipelines and components of a fluid-
conducting line system and stationary and transportable con-
tainers fillable with a fluid, that is to say receiving a fluid, are
to be understood as being a component in the sense of the
present invention.

By virtue of these measures, leakages in the carrying struc-
ture can be detected in a simple way by measurement of the
electrical resistance between the inner and outer intermediate
layers if the fluid located in the component is intrinsically
electrically conductive or has been made electrically conduc-
tive at the measurement time by the addition of suitable
chemical substances.

In accordance with another feature of the invention, since
the production of the carrying structure takes place, as a rule,
in a so-called winding method in which resin-impregnated
glass fiber rovings are wound crosswise onto a rotating steel
core, the production of the component is simplified if the
intermediate layer or intermediate layers is or are formed by
an electrically conductive fabric, since it can be applied in the
same winding or application technique as the carrying struc-
ture.

With the objects of the invention in view, there is concomi-
tantly provided a method for testing a component. The
method comprises providing a component according to the
invention and detecting an electrical resistance between the
outer and inner intermediate layers. Thus, defects in the car-
rying structure can be detected by carrying out a simple
electrical continuity test, that is to say by measuring the
electrical resistance between the outer and inner intermediate
layers if the fluid is electrically conductive.

Other features which are considered as characteristic for
the invention are set forth in the appended claims.

Although the invention is illustrated and described herein
as embodied in a component for conducting or receiving a
fluid and a method for testing the component, it is neverthe-
less not intended to be limited to the details shown, since
various modifications and structural changes may be made
therein without departing from the spirit of the invention and
within the scope and range of equivalents of the claims.

The construction and method of operation of the invention,
however, together with additional objects and advantages
thereof will be best understood from the following descrip-
tion of specific embodiments when read in connection with
the accompanying drawings.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary, diagrammatic, cross-sectional
view of a wall of a component and a schematic view of a
measuring device, according to the invention; and

FIG. 2 is a basic schematic and diagrammatic view of a
monitoring device of a line system assembled from a plurality
of components to be monitored.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the figures of the drawings in detail and
first, particularly, to FIG. 1 thereof, there is seen a wall of a
component of a fluid-conducting line system which is con-
structed from a carrying structure 2 serving as a load-bearing
wall part. The carrying structure 2 is electrically nonconduc-
tive and is composed of a glass fiber reinforced composite
material. The wall is provided on its inner surface and outer
surface with respective electrically insulating inner and outer
protective layers 4 and 6. An electrically conductive inner
intermediate layer 10 provided with an electrical terminal 8 is
located between the inner protective layer 4 and the carrying
structure 2, and a likewise electrically conductive outer inter-
mediate layer 14 provided with an electrical terminal 12 and
insulated electrically from the inner intermediate layer 10 by
the carrying structure 2 is located between the outer protec-
tive layer 6 and the carrying structure 2. In other words: the
carrying structure 2 is provided on each of its inner and outer
surfaces with a respective electrically conductive inner and
outer intermediate layer 10 and 14, to which the inner and
outer protective layers 4 and 6 are applied. The inner and outer
protective layers 4 and 6 respectively protect the component
against damage from the inside and outside. Line components
in which abrasive particles, for example sand, are entrained
by the coolant, are usually provided with an inner protective
layer 4 made from rubber which is about 2 mm thick.

The electrical terminals 8 and 12 of the inner and outer
electrically conductive intermediate layers 10 and 14 are
accessible from outside and, for example, are disposed on the
outside of the outer protective layer 6.

The electrically conductive intermediate layers 10 and 14
are manufactured from a netting or fabric, for example a fine
silver netting, a high-grade steel fabric, a glass fiber netting or
a glass fiber fabric with woven-in metal filaments or a carbon
fiber composite material.

An electrical resistance R between the inner and outer
intermediate layers 10 and 14 can be monitored by a measur-
ing device 16. In the event of a leakage in the carrying struc-
ture 2 and in the inner protective layer 4, the fluid located
inside the component penetrates into the carrying structure 2
and forces its way through it as far as the outer intermediate
layer 14. If the fluid, usually water, located inside the com-
ponent is electrically conductive, the electrical insulation
properties of the carrying structure 2 are impaired corre-
spondingly and the ohmic resistance R between the inner and
outer intermediate layers 10 and 14 is reduced. Electrically
nonconductive fluids may be made conductive for a measure-
ment duration by an admixing of additives. Simple and reli-
able monitoring of the component for the occurrence of a leak
is thereby possible.

According to FIG. 2, a line system 20 is constructed from
a plurality of components 20a-e and has pipeline parts con-
nected to one another through flanges 22, as illustrated in the
figure. Ohmic resistances between conductive intermediate
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layers of the individual components 20a-e are detected in a
central monitoring device 30 which is provided for monitor-
ing the line system 20. Thus, the occurrence of a leakage in the
line system can be detected automatically and the component
affected can be recognized.

The invention claimed is:

1. A component for conducting or receiving a fluid, the
component comprising:

a wall including:

a carrying structure composed of a glass fiber reinforced
plastic, said carrying structure having inner and outer
surfaces;

electrically insulating inner and outer protective layers
each disposed on a respective one of said inner and
outer surfaces of said carrying structure;

an electrically conductive inner intermediate layer hav-
ing an electrical terminal and being disposed between
said inner protective layer and said carrying structure;
and

an electrically conductive outer intermediate layer hav-
ing an electrical terminal, being insulated electrically
from said inner intermediate layer and being disposed
between said outer protective layer and said carrying
structure;

means for admixing an additive for a measurement dura-

tion to increase a conductivity of the fluid conducted or

received by the component during a measurement pro-
cess; and

means for detecting an electrical resistance between the

outer and inner intermediate layers.

2. The component according to claim 1, wherein said inter-
mediate layers are formed by an electrically conductive fab-
ric.

3. The component according to claim 1, wherein the wall is
part of a component of a fluid-conducting line system of an
industrial plant.

4. The component according to claim 1, wherein the wall is
part of a component of a line system of a tertiary cooling
circuit of a nuclear power station.

5. A method for testing a component, the method compris-
ing the following steps:

providing a component for conducting or receiving a fluid,

the component having a wall including:

a carrying structure composed of a glass fiber reinforced
plastic, the carrying structure having inner and outer
surfaces;

electrically insulating inner and outer protective layers
each disposed on a respective one of the inner and
outer surfaces of the carrying structure;

an electrically conductive inner intermediate layer hav-
ing an electrical terminal and being disposed between
the inner protective layer and the carrying structure;
and

an electrically conductive outer intermediate layer hav-
ing an electrical terminal, being insulated electrically
from the inner intermediate layer and being disposed
between the outer protective layer and the carrying
structure;

admixing an additive for a measurement duration to

increase a conductivity of the fluid conducted or

received by the component during a measurement pro-
cess; and

detecting an electrical resistance between the outer and

inner intermediate layers.
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